
Estimating Value of Standing Corn for Silage 
 Regardless of the intention to sell a corn crop as grain or silage, the silage price should be justifiable and 

simply calculated. 
 Corn grain price is a factor for estimating silage price, in addition to several other related silage factors. 
 A corn acre harvested for silage instead of grain can have combining, hauling, and storage savings.   

Background 
While there is no market price for corn silage, its pricing can be valued 
based on the relative feed value and compared to corn which has a 
market price.  A few generalizations for pricing and selling silage follow: 

Grain price of corn is a primary factor in pricing silage.  The base 
market price of grain can be derived from a local price on a given 
date, the local price averaged over several dates, or using a futures 
market price.   

 A calculation that has been used to get a broad estimation of price 
per ton for wet silage is to multiply the price of corn grain ($/bushel) 
times 7.5 assuming corn silage is 65 percent moisture.1,2   Each ton 
of corn silage has approximately 7 to 8 bushels of corn grain.1  
However, there may be almost no grain produced if the crop was 
stricken with severe drought.   

 It is recommended to sell and purchase silage by the ton instead of 
by the acre.1 

 Adjustments may be needed if the original price assumed a silage 
moisture content of 65 percent and actual silage moisture is wetter 
or drier at harvest.    

Factors for Estimating Silage Value  
The value of the grain and nutrients from stover can be factored into 
the price for selling an acre of corn for silage instead of grain.  Corn 
farmers selling the crop as silage instead of grain can also receive 
some savings from harvest, hauling, and storage costs.  A ton of corn 
silage in the field is estimated to be worth about 6 times as much as a 
bushel of grain corn.3  Actual costs of using this process of combining, 
hauling, and storing grain corn should be included in price calculation. 

 Silage yield can be measured by weighing each load coming in 
from the field while checking moisture content.   

Grain yield can be estimated with kernel counts, starch content 
tests of harvested silage, or crop insurance estimates.  

 Stover yield can be calculated with the determined silage and grain 
yield.  Alternatively, extension publications have tables to estimate.  

 Fertilizer value of 
stover can be valued 
based on prices from 
a local agronomist or 
fertilizer vendor. 

Summary 
A fair price should be 
justifiable; however, this 
can become complex to 
calculate.  Silage price 
should consider the price 
of feed commodities to 
cattle, forage inventory 
carryover, and the local supply and demand scenario.  These factors 
may continue to affect the price a buyer is willing to accept, even 
though the silage price was calculated using real-time costs and 
savings. Silage calculators from extension offices can assist in 
calculating silage market prices.  Examples of calculations can be 
found in the websites below. 
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Figure 1. Silage harvest may provide better 

value than grain harvest. 

 


